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AREA  AND  POPULATION. 


Area  in  Statute 
Acre«. 

Inhabited 

Houees. 

Population.  1 

Land  and 
I  nd 
Water 

Inland 

Water 

only. 

1891. 

1901. 

1881. 

1891. 

1901. 

1. 

Appledore 

3,008 

17 

134 

129 

648 

595 

524 

2. 

Eiddenden 

7,191 

11 

272 

246 

1,352 

1,362 

1,058 

3. 

High  Halden 

3,761 

2 

127 

115 

637 

646 

507 

4. 

Kennardington 

2,163 

14 

41 

40 

188 

191 

194 

5. 

Newenden 

1,046 

6 

32 

34 

152 

149 

126  1 

6 

Eolvenden 

5,753 

12 

272 

269 

1,286 

1,194 

1,065 

7. 

8tone-cum-Ebony 

4,839 

41 

99 

83 

561 

415 

341 

8. 

Wittersham 

3,625 

23 

179 

153 

886 

803 

668 

9. 

Woodchurch 

7,001 

4 

249 

247 

1,240 

1,179 

1,050 

38,377 

130 

1405 

1316 

6,950 

6,637 

;5,523 

The  Population  of  the  Tenterdeii  Rural  District  estimated 
to  the  middle  of  1904,  was  5,228,  showing  a  decrease  295 
since  the  census  of  1901,  and  of  89  on  the  estimated  popu¬ 
lation  of  1903. 

The  number  of  registered  births  amounted  to  129,  inclu¬ 
ding  71  of  males  and  58  of  females,  and  giving  a  Birth-rate 
of  24*6  per  1,000  of  population,  as  compared  with  22T  in 
the  previous  year  and  22*9  in  1902. 


4 


Sixty  eight  "deaths  were  registered,  consisting  of  33  of 
males  and  35  of  females. 

To  these  must  be  added  9  deaths  of  residents  which 
occurred  outside  the  district,  viz  :  at  the  Union  Workhouse. 

The  Death-rate  was  14*7  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
compared  with  13*9  in  1903,  and  14-2  in  1902.* 

The  principal  Epidemic  Diseases  include  Small-pox, 
Measles,  Scarlet  Uever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping-cough, 
Fever  (including  the  three  principal  forms,  Typhus,  Enteric 
or  Typhoid  Fever,  and  Pyrexia  of  uncertain  origin),  and 
Diarrhoea. 

Of  the  total  77  deaths,  6  were  caused  by  one  or  other  of 
these  diseases,  viz  :  3  by  Diphtheria,  1  by  Membranous 
croup,  and  2  by  Diarrhoea. 

The  death-rate  from  this  class  of  disease  was  1.1  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  as  against  1*5  in  the  previous  year 
and  a  nil  rate  in  1902. 

The  Infant  Mortality,  i.e.,  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  registered  births  was  139, 
as  compared  with  101  in  1903  and  72  in  1902. 

For  England  and  Wales,  taken  as  a  whole,  the  Birth-rate 
for  1904  was  27*9  (which  is  the  lowest  rate  on  record],  the 
general  Death-rate  16*2  and  the  death-rate  from  the  prin¬ 
cipal  epidemic  diseases  1  *94  per  1000  of  population. 

The  rate  of  mortality  among  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  was  146  per  1000  registered  births. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  vital  statistics  are  of  a  satisfactory 
character,  the  general  death-rate,  the  epidemic  disease 
death-rate  and  the  infant  mortality  being  respectively  1*5, 
*84,  and  7,  below  those  of  the  country  generally. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notifi¬ 
cation)  Acts,  1889  and  1899,  the  following  diseases  are 
notifiable  in  the  District,  viz  :  Small-pox,  Cholera,  Diph¬ 
theria,  Membranous  croup,  Erysipelas,  the  disease  known 
as  Scarlatina  or  Scarlet  Eever,  and  the  Fevers  known  by 
any  of  the  following  names :  Typhus,  Typhoid,  or  Enteric, 
relapsing,  continued,  and  puerperal  Eever. 

Twenty-seven  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  as, 
against  24  in  1903,  and  consisted  of  23  of  Diphtheria,  1  of 
Membranous  croup,  1  of  Erysipelas,  and  2  of  Scarlet  Eever. 

Three  deaths  resulted  from  Diphtheria  and  1  from  Mem¬ 
branous  croup. 

Small-pox.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  District 
was  again  entirely  free  from  this  disease. 

Diphtheria,  rose  from  2  cases  in  1903  to  23  cases  in 
1904,  and  were  notified.  8  in  January,  4  in  March,  1  in 
April,  1  in  May,  3  in  June,  3  in  July.  1  in  August  and  2 
in  September,  the  district  being  free  from  the  disease 
during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year. 

Locally  they  occurred  13  at  Biddenden.  8  at  Woodchurch 
and  2  at  High  Halden. 

Three  ot  the  cases  ended  fatally — 1  from  North  Street, 
Biddenden,  in  January;  1  from  Hay  Cross,  Woodchurch, 
in  April;  and  1  from  the  Green,  Woodchurch  in  May. 

The  cases  and  deaths  occurred  at  the  following  age- 
periods.  : — 

under  I  1 — 5  6 — 16  15 — 25  25 — 65 

year.  years.  years.  years.  years. 


1 


3 

2 


9 

I 


6 


4  — 23  cases. 

— 3  deaths 
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Membranous  Croup.  One  fatal  case  of  this  form  of 
Diphtheria  (a  boy  aged  3  years)  occurred  in  July,  at  Plu- 
renden  Cottages,  Woodchurch. 

The  disease  was  spread  by  personal  contact,  in  some  cases 
agofravated  by  insanitary  surroundings.  It  is  somewhat 
difficult  to  assure  people  of  the  length  of  time  the  infection 
lasts  after  apparent  cure  ;  if  bacteriological  examinations 
of  the  throat  material  are  not  made,  I  find  it  a  good  work¬ 
ing  rule  to  recommend  children  to  be  kept  from  school  for 
4  weeks  after  the  membrane  has  disappeared,  or,  if  there  has 
been  no  visible  membrane,  but  yet  an  assured  case,  then  6 
weeks  from  the  fever ;  by  doing  this,  danger  will  be  averted 
in  a  very  large  percentage  of  cases. 

Erysipelas  was  responsible  for  only  one  n on-fatal  case, 
which  occurred  in  December,  at  Biddenden — an  adult  male. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Two  (non-fatal)  cases  occurred,  as  against 
19  cases  in  1903;  1  in  July  from  Koivenden,  and  1  in 
October  from  Woodchurch,  the  patients  ages  being  2  and  8 
years  respectively. 


NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Infl  uenza  was  responsible  for  2  deaths  of  infants  under 
two  years  of  age  in  February,  both  from  Woodchurch. 

Diarrhoea  also  caused  two  deaths  of  infants,  1  in  January 
at  Stone-cnm-Ebony,  and  1  in  September  at  Biddenden. 

Inspections.  In  addition  to  inspections  made  on  several 
occasions,  with  reference  to  the  occurrence  of  Diphtheria 
at  Woodchurch,  Biddenden  and  High  Halden,  I  also  made 
special  visits  of  inspection  in  reference  to  nuisances  at 
Appledore,  Wittersham  and  Woodchurch. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  have  received 
attention,  and  in  several  parts  of  the  district  ‘limewashing 
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has  been  necessary  and  was  ’done  by  the  occupiers  on  ver¬ 
bal  request.  No  special  regulations  are  in  force. 

I  had  occasion  to  inspect  a  Slaughter-house  on  account  of 
the  insanitary  manner  in  which  it  was  ke[)t ,  on  a  second 
visit  a  great  improvement  had  taken  place. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901.  Mr.  Turner  has  been 
instructed  to  inspect  those  premises  coming  within  the  Act 
and  to  compile  the  necessary  registers.  As  this  arrange¬ 
ment  was  made  at  the  end  of  the  year  I  am  unable  at 
present  to  specifically  report  in  detail  on  the  work  done 
under  the  Act. 

Refuse  Removal  and  Excretal  Disposal  is  carried  out  in 
all  the  parishes  privately,  and  from  the  rural  character  of 
the  villages,  there  is  no  need,  at  any  rate  for  the  present, 
to  consider  the  question  of  any  public  scavenging,  and  no 
public  drainage  work  has  been  undertaken  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply.  There  is  some  difficulty  in  the  water  sup¬ 
ply  in  several  parts  of  the  District,  surface  pond  water  being 
largely  used  for  domestic  purposes — often  not  of  a  desirable 
character. 

The  difficulties  of  obtaining  more  satisfactory  sources  are 
that  the  water  even  from  new  and  fairly  constructed  wells  is  not 
of  a  good  chemical  quality — usually  coming  from  blue  clay — 
and  that  the  more  populous  centres  are  widely  separated,  and 
the  expense  of  bringing  water  mains  to  villages  even  nearest 
to  the  existing  mains  is  practically  prohibitive. 

So  far,  the  only  workable  improvements  have  been  in 
regard  to  the  better  protection  of  the  surface  supplies  and  the 
general  advice  to  boil  water  of  a  suspicious  character  before 

use. 

Although  many  sources  are  not  above  suspicion,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  trace  any  cases  of  infectious  disease  during  the 
past  year  to  the  consumption  of  bad  water,  and  the  fact  that 
not  a  single  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  has  been  reported  during 
the  year  in  this  population  of  over  5,000  persons  is  significant. 
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Hospital  Accommodation.  With  regard  to  the  question 
of  hospital  isolation,  the  remarks  made  in  my  annual  report 
to  the  Urban  District  equally  apply  to  this,  which  were  as 
iollows : — 


'‘There  is  no  hospital  provision  for  infectious  cases  whatever,  and 
“although  the  number  of  cases,  which  occur  in  the  Borough  and  in  the 
“neighbouring  Rural  District  are  very  small,  occasions  arise  when  great 
“advantage  would  be  derived  by  the  patient  being  removed.  This  is 
“particularly  apparent  when  the  cases  occur  in  cottages  in  which  large 
“families  live  and  in  business  premises. 

“Anything  done  in  this  direction  should  be  done  in  conjunction  with 
“the  Urban  District. 

“Two  acres  of  land  in  a  fairly  central  situation,  with  even  a  cottage 
“and  one  iron  block,  would  be  of  great  use,  and  should  this  suggestion 
“commend  itself  to  your  Council,  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  the  matter  my 
“best  consideration. 

“With  increasing  facilities  for  communication  by  rail  with  other 
“places,  the  remarkable  immunity  from  infectious  disease  which  has 
“been  enjoyed  in  past  years  may  not  be  so  apparent  in  the  future.’' 

Elementary  School  Closure.  It  has  not  been  found  neces¬ 
sary  to  recommend  the  closure  of  any  of  the  elementary 
schools  in  the  District,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  infec¬ 
tious  disease. 

No  cases  of  Overcrowding  have  been  dealt  wdth  other  than 
by  verbal  intimation,  and  none  of  the  Adoptive  Acts  have 
been  brought  into  requisition  in  the  District. 

Bye-Laws  with  regard  to  Tents  and  Wans  are  in  force  and 
have  been  of  use  in  improving  the  sanitary  surroundings  of 
the  dwellers,  ^and  in  moving  them  on  to  fresh  camping 
stations. 

Canal  Boats’  Acts,  1877  &  1884.  It  has  come  to  my 
notice  that  there  is  a  part  of  the  river  Eother  in  your  CounciPs 
District  in  the  parishes  of  Wittersham,  Eolvenden  and  New- 
enden,  which,  for  purposes  of  the  above  Acts,  is  a  “canal.’’ 
I  will  shortly  make  inquiries  into  the  matter. 

'  It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  Legal  Pro¬ 
ceedings  during  the  year,  in  reference  to  matters  connected 
with  the  public  health. 


9 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  condition  of  the  district  was 
extremely  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Turner’s  report  of  the  Sanitary  work  carried  out  by 
him  during  the  year,  and  the  statistical  tables  required  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  are  appended. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


February  25th,  1905. 


J.  S.  TEW. 
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January  11th,  1905. 

To 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Tenterden  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  report  on  the  work  done  as  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  for  the  year  ending  3 1st  December,  1904. 

During  this  period  76  inspections  were  made,  and  in 
25  cases  nuisances  were  found  to  exist.  Notices  to  abate 
were  served  on  23  owners,  and  in  2  instances  tenants  were 
cautioned  as  to  dirty  condition  of  houses.  These  have  all 
complied  with  the  necessary  instructions. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  L.  C.  TURNER. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1904 

and  previous  years. 


’ 

YEAR; 

Populationesttmatedi 
to  middle  of  eaeh  | 

Year.  i 

Births  registered. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 

- - - - 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

1900  ... 

6267 

138 

93 

13 

1901  ... 

5523 

134 

79 

8 

1902  ... 

5408 

124 

77 

9 

1903  ... 

5317 

118 

74 

12 

Average?  of. 

Years 

5682 

128 

80 

10 

1900-1903 

1904  ... 

5228 

129 

77 

18 

13 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the 

Year  1904. 


1  Notiviable  Disease. 

1  Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District.  I 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages 

—Years. 

Under 

1 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and  | 
upwards' 

Small-pox 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

Cholera 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  *  • 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria 

23 

1 

3 

9 

6 

4 

»  •  • 

Membranous  croup 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

Erysipelas 

1 

9 

•  •  • 

A  •  • 

1 

«  •  I 

•  • 

Scarlet  ferer  ... 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

Typhus  feyer  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  •* 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Enteric  feyer  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  •  * 

•  • 

■  « 

'  •  • 

•  0  • 

Eelapsing  fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  « 

*  •  0 

•  • 

Continued  fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  *  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  fever 

•  •  ■ 

«  •  • 

to* 

•  •  * 

*  *  • 

Plague  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Totals 

27 

1 

6 

10 

7 

4 

... 
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SCHEDULE  B. 

1904. 

Total  deaths,  whether  of  Residents  or 

Non-Residents. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  ages. 

Under  1.  I 

1 

1 

O 

1 

35-65 

65  and  upwards. 

In  Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District 

Epidemic  Influenza . 

2 

i 

1 

1 

*  •  • 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria,  Membranous 

Croup . 

4 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Diarrhoea,  Dysentery  . 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

Enteritis . 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  *  t 
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